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The Homemade Orchestra and Michael Rosen  
 

The Homemade Orchestra  is about to start work on a major collaborative project with the celebrated 

poet, write r, broadcaster  and recently appointed Childrenõs Laureate  Michael Rosen . The 45 min piece 

will be created by the ensembleõs key writers, Colin Riley , Tim Whitehead  and Liam Noble  and use 

Rosenõs nonsense poetry with music to ignite the surreal, the playful, and the unexpected in a 

performance of music and words. Michael himself will narrate the poetry accompanied by the ensemble 

in a rang e of original rhythmic guises.  

 

The performance will navigate through  ôbaked bean stormsõ, ôJellyfish under the rugõ, ôlonely toads in the 

middle of the roadõ, and the retail greed of òMore, More, Moreó in an off the wall romp through an ever-

changing mu sical scenario, making full use of its versatile players and rich sound palette. It will be suitable 

for all ages.  

 

This new work will form the second set of an evening from the Homemade Orchestra, the first being music 

from òLeap Of Faithó, their forthcoming third alb um, which, as well as òNonsenseó will be released later 

this year.  

 

Around the performance there are many rich possibilities for education and community 

work in both music and poetry making. Michael is of course a much sought -after and 

chari smatic animateur in creative work with young people, and The Homemade Orchestra 

members are experienced and committed music educators.  

 

THE HOMEMADE ORCHESTRA 

ôLeap Of Faithõ 
 

Known for shaking up the way new music is conceived and presented, the Homemade  Orchestraõs latest 

(and third) album project continues to forge a new musical language.  By turns tantalising, mischievous, 

anarchic and exquisite, their music has recently been described in the Guardian simply as, òintelligent, 

confident and accessibleó.  

 

Colin Riley  and Tim Whitehead , along with their family of versatile musicians ( Liam Noble  (piano), Rob 

Millett  (tuned percussion and vibes), Mike Outram  (guitar), Zoe Martlew  (cello), Joanna Lawrence  (violin), 

Oli Hayhurst  (bass), Milo Fell  (drums)) sea rch out fresh starting and ending points for new music. The 

creative process for the music is by turns rational and irrational as the group pull together and spin out 

musical ingredients.  

 

In their live performances composed layers blend and collide with improvised parts. Beguilling 

soundscapes combine electronic tintinnabulation with live percussive grooves, and the acoustic richness 

of fine playing shines within unexpected electronic sound treatments.  

 

Leap of Faith  is a brave album by an ensemble that e xists to shape tantalising new territories, and break 

the mould. This latest set of pieces turns the line -up of the ensemble inside out utilising a web of 

combinations from duos and trios, where  the origins of the music were born  from improvisations and 

co llaboration, to the full orchestra. The music quite simply leaps over the normal boundaries of style and 

musical perceptions into a musical world of its own which is truly ônewõ new music ð music grounded in 

the earth but open to the sky.             www.homemademusic.org  

http://www.homemademusic.org/
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Colin Riley, composer, music professor  
 

ôThere are many intelligent musicians whose work defies casual categorization é 

the composer Colin Riley is one such musician.õ  

classicalsource  

 

Colin Rileyõs work has featured at many festivals in the UK and overseas and his 

growing reputation has led to commissions and performances in recent years 

from a range of diverse groups (BBC Symphony Orchestra, London Sinfonietta,  

Bournemouth Sinfonietta,  Viva, National Youth Choir, Smith Quartet, COMA , 

Continuum Ensemble, Kokoro, and Piano Circus). Between 1995 and 1998 Colin 

held the post of Composer -in-Association with the Bournemouth Orchestras.  

 

His current work explores the integration of both impr ovisation and electronic components. Recent 

collaborations with jazz saxophonist Tim Whitehead has led to the formation the Homemade Orchestra 

and  the two highly acclaimed album Tides and Inside Covers . His new ensemble MooV , mixing 

electronica, song -writing, improvisation and live Vj -ing, is currently developing material for both an 

instrumental and a song album for release later in 2007. Colin is also currently working on a set of pieces 

for the multi -keyboard ensemble Piano Circus and drummer Bill Brufor d and these will be premiered in the 

autumn.  

 

In 2006 he launched his own record label. Squeaky Kate , with the albums Close  and A Green And Yellow 

Melancholy,  receiving unanimous critical acclaim from all sections of the music media. Several follow -up 

CDs are planned for the near future. As well as being Senior Lecturer at Brunel University, Colin has been 

a mentor for the SPNMõs Adopt A Composer Scheme for the last five years, director of the network for 

creative musicians, Music Orbit , and co -Artistic Dir ector if the iF Festival. He is a very experienced and 

much sought after music -educator.  

 

ôRiley likes to compose phrases or sequences in his music that rise and fall like waves and then reach a 

momentary silence. The result often recalls the work of singe r/songwriter David Sylvian and to a lesser 

extent Robert Wyatt. Brian Eno has spoken of his approach as being like painting in sound and this will be 

something Riley will have much empathy with. If the album release on Rileyõs label, scheduled for release 

later this year is anything like tonightõs performance weõre in for a real treat.õ 

Jazzwise Magazine   

www.colinriley.co.uk   

 

Tim Whitehead,  Saxophonist, Composer, Educator  
 

ô Excellent ð brings you to the edge  of your seatõ John Fordham, The Guardian  

' For my money, the finest tenor player in Britain todayõ Andy Hamilton ð Jazz Review 

Magazine  

' Attractive, accessible yet finely crafted music.'  Chris Parker -  The Times 

' There are many fine tenor play ers on the current British scene but Tim Whitehead is 

undoubtedly one of the best we haveõ Peter Lund - Crescendo  

 

Born in Liverpool in 1950, Whitehead gave up a career as a barrister in 1976 to give his 

full commi tment to playing and writing music. The following year his quartet South of 

the Border won the Greater London Arts Association Young Jazz Musicians of the Year 

http://www.colinriley.co.uk/



