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NEON is a new collaboration led by legendary UK saxophonist Stan Sulzmann featuring two of the
hottest stars on the UK jazz scene, pianist Gwilym Simcock and vibraphonist Jim Hart. This is fresh,

vi brant, exhilarating, wuplifting, melodic music of the &
albumfAiHer e t o Twilde lkwinched on Basho Records in the Spring of 2008 and the band will be
available for dates throughout the year. This is a great band for festivals, clubs and music venues
whose aim is to reach beyond the conventional jazz audience. The line-up works in a variety of
settings including acoustic spaces such as churches and has been extremely well received by audiences

so far. In addition to performances the group are available for masterclasses.

STAN SULZMANN, SAX
'Sulzmann - the classy composer’ John Fordham

i \ Stan Sulzmann is without question one of the most highly respected musicians in the
UK today, admired by musicians and audiences for his instantly recognisable sound,
and boundless creative imagination, and is a source of inspiration to many of Britain's
emerging young musicians.

Sul zmannds career stretches back to the 60606s,
crop of British musicians, he played with Graham Collier, John Taylor, Kenny
Wheeler, Gordon Beck, as well as leading many groups of his own.

Since that time Stan has been at the forefront of European contemporary jazz, and
his talents have been sought by a host of discerning musicians, including Gil Evans,
Mike Gibbs, Kenny Clarke/Francy Boland and Michael Brecker. Constantly in demand
as a guest soloist, he has appeared with bands across Europe, including the
Hilversum Radio Orchestra, NDR Big Band (alongside Chet Baker), Hanover Radio
Symphony Orchestra and the New York Composers Orchestra.

Further intimate and refreshingly innovative musical partnerships have developed with acclaimed British pianist
Nikki lles, American keyboard player Marc Copland and the trio Ordesa - a drumless, bassless combination with
Kenny Wheeler and John Parricelli.

An accomplished and distinguished composer, Stan's writing talents are internationally recognised, and have most
recently found expression in writing for Ordesa, and the Stan Sulzmann Big Band. His music has been described in

gl owing terms 'ravishing, delicious, power ful and directémetic
and much missed orchestra of Michael Gibbs' The Guardian

GWILYM SIMCOCK, PIANO

AGwi |l ymés an originalChickCareeeati ve geni us?o

"a jaw -droppingly exciting pianist" James Griffiths, The Guardian

Still only 26 years of age, Gwilym Simcock is one of the most gifted pianists and

imaginative composers working on British scene. Able to move effortlessly between
jazz and classical music, he can, at times, inhabit both worlds and has been

described as being stylistically reminiscent of
sophistication and subtle dovetailing of musical traditions6 as wel | as being
of 6exceptional é, o6brilliantd and édazzIlingd ab
Gwil yméds influences include jazz | egends Jarre

much inspiration is taken from the classical world, especially the work of Maurice
Ravel and Igor Stravinsky as well as contemporary composers such as Mark-Anthony
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Turnage who fuse together written and improvised music. Although principally a jazz artist, Gwilym is breaking
new ground between genres and often uses classical reference points in his composed work - he recently devised
a solo piano project using the piano works of Shostakovich as a starting point and in 2005 premiered a piano
concerto especially written for him by Tim Garland.

Aside from his renowned solo piano work, Gwilym has worked extensively throughout Europe playing with the
cream of British and international jazz artists including Dav
Earthworks and Bob Mintzer among others. His own groups as a leader range from trio to big band to a 40-piece
ensemble featuring a gospel choir and strings. His composing and playing strengths in are evidence in every
dimension of the music for his quintet which features Stan Sulzmann (saxophones), John Parricelli (guitar), Phil
Donkin (bass) and Martin France (drums). This band has been crit
exciting, often unexpected, melodically enthralling, complex a

A previous winner of the Perrier Award, BBC Jazz Awards and British Jazz Rising Star Awards 2005 and
participant in Take Five i t he UK®&s unique artist devel opment BB@Radioa3tNewe,K G
Generation Artist i the first jazz artist to be selected. HewasvotediJazz Musi cian of the ZYear
Parliamentary Jazz Awards and is again nominated for the 2007 BBC Jazz Awards as Best Instrumentalist.
He has an impressive for mal education which includes stints a
School of Music (Manchester) i where he studied classical piano, French horn and composition and the Royal
Academy of Music (London) where he graduated from the jazz course with first class honours and the coveted
‘Principal’s Prize' for outstanding achievement. In November 2007 Gwilym launcheshi s debit al bum #APer
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JIM HART, VIBES

fiHart has developed an impressively indivi
technique that allows him to switch between pointed chords and mellifluous
runs with dazzwize .. . . 0

Jim was the winner of the 2007 Marston Pedigree Jazz award, the
2006 British Jazz award for 'Rising star' and the 2006 Worshipful
company of musicians Bronze medal.

Originally from Cornwall, Jim Hart began playing Drums and Piano at age
four and soon furthered this to include tuned and orchestral percussion.
One of the most in demand musicians on the London scene on Drums,
Vibes and Piano, he now plays regularly with Martin Drew's New Jazz Couriers, Stan Sulzmann, Gwilym
Simcock, Alan Barnes, Paul Clarvis and The Matt Wates sextet to name just a few. He also busy with his own
projects: Gemini, who released their debut earlier this year, and The Jim Hart Quartet.He has also played with
Phil woods, Shaun Escoffery, The Herbaliser, Franco Ambrosetti, The Heritage Orchestra, Airto Moreira
and many more.

Jimbs major project at present is Gemini. Formed several year
compositions it has steadily developed into a serious working band. The release of his debut album Emergence
brought great acclaim from critics and | ead to a very successful
is The Jim Hart Quartet. The band features Jimds arrangements
pushing the boundaries of standard jazz harmony and exploring new rhythmic concepts within the framework of

well know tunes. Other projects Jim is involved in include: The New Jazz Couriers, Quentin Collins Quartet, Alan
Barnes/Jim Hart/Paul Clarvis Group, Chris Lowe Quintet, and Matt Wates Sextet.Jim is a founder member of the
London based improvised music collective LOOP. His album AEmergencedo was the firs
formed label LOOP Records.
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