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This is an unmissable mixture of trio
and trio-plus-orchestra pieces which
succeeds in both amounting to and
exceeding the sum of its disparate
parts. Saying that Garland is skilled
at orchestrating around a jazz player/
unit misses the point, as the orchestral

element here is more evocative of
Messiaen, Stravinsky or (in playful
moments) Corigliano than what we
might think of as typical of jazz. The
music is unashamedly contemporary,
but Garland’s command of his
material allows it to accommodate

a wide range of ingredients, ranging
from traces of neo-Romanticism to
country blues and from the strings

of the soundtrack composer to the
thwacking percussion of a modernist;
Garland’s horn riffs rise from this
hotbed of musical activity like
graceful serpents. Roger Thomas
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